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order that leprosy may dealt with successfully scale 
and before any large proportion early cases will come voluntarily for 
nation, there must change the attitude the public toward the disease, 
Any scheme for the control leprosy will depend for its success educated 
public opinion.”’ 

Recommendation World Conference Leprosy, Cairo, Egypt, March 
FACTS THAT YOU SHOULD KNOW ABOUT HANSEN’S DISEASE. 


The transmission Hansen’s disease being still unsolvec, 
the medical world classes communicabie.”’ 


The Carville was founded fifty years 
ago. date not single member the 
nursinz staff has contracted the disease. 


Doctors and nurses take very simple precautions, not 
comparable with those they would take dealing with 
diphtheria, typhoid and other communicable diseases. 


Visitors are admitted freely, nor are they required 
take any special precautions. 


Patients are permitted visit their homes semi-annually for 
short periods. 
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THIS PALO SECO 
Harold Chalfant 
Traveler-Lecturer. describes his impressions the leprosarium Panama, 
Canal Zone, with word about his visits Rio Peidro, 
Puerto Rico and Carville, Louisiana. 


Several months ago while going 
through the Republic Panama 
way South America business, 
friend mine mentioned the lepro- 
sarium Palo Seco and 
became interested. calling Dr. Ezra 
Hurwitz, Superintendent the colony, 
found was possible visit there. 
Only few years ago was necessary 
take motor launch and through 
the harbor and the coast ways 
reach the colony but through the ef- 
forts Dr. Hurwitz new automobile 
road has been opened through the jun- 
gles the grounds proper. 

This colony the Pacific side the 
isthmus and North American side 
the canal only few minutes mo- 
tor from Panama City and Balboa. 

first surprise, knowing little 
how colonies were operated, was the 
fact that there were fences whatso- 
ever around the approaches but only 
little homes where arrestcd cases had 
small truck farms where thcy raised 
vegetables and various other kinds 
produce. found later after interview- 
ing the doctor and Mrs. Hurwitz 
making the colony normal 
ble the way that they conduct their 
formal life one had any desire 
leav2 and even after the cases became 
nezative many prefer because 
they have established their homes and 
become more less seif-sustain- 
ing selling produce from their small 
truck farms the colony for kitchen 
use. The patients raise fruits and chick- 
ens and garden products 
are yams, cucumbers, plantains, banan- 
as, tomatoes, coconuts, man- 


goes, avocados, limes, and papayas. 

news correspondent once described 
the colony Palo Seco ‘‘as beau- 
tiful South Sea set ever devised 
for after entering the grounds proper 
found one the most beautiful places 
allof Panama. Neat, open—screened 
buildings extend almost the edge 
the low cliff overhanging the boominz 
surf. Constant breezes play through the 
fronds the coconut palms creating 
incessant, soothing rustle. 

Down the bank, stairs lead the 
broad, beach. Besides small pier most 
the varieties tropical fish are wait- 
ing with open for bait. The pa- 
tients are allowed fish, swim and 
hunting also per nitted. 

Friends and relatives visit the pa- 
tients frequently are 
occasions permitted leave the colony 
for visits and attend business 
matters. 

There was which was great 
revelation me—by the efforts Dr. 
Hurwitz and his wife keep things 
normal possible the people were far 
more happy than had anticipated and 
interested the affairs the world. 

going through the institution 
found that they have lovely clean two 
room apartments for married couples. 
Marriage permitted among the pa- 
tients and childbirth the mother 
taken from the colony the govern- 
ment hospital the Canal Zone for de- 
livery. Dr. Hurwitz explained that the 
disease not inherited and that the 
child had every assurance healthy 
growth taken from its parents 
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birth. the history the colony 
there have been two sets twins born. 
Besides the apartments for the married 
couples there are quarters for single 
men and women. Each paeient has his 
her own room Carville. 

After spending the day Palo Seco 
and visit with Dr. Hurwitz and his 
wife considered had been one the 
greatest privileges life for broke 
down lot erroneous reports that 
had heard and gave genuine 
est that had not possessed before 
patients suffering with Hansen’s 
ease. 

Dr. Hurwitz, graduate the Chi- 
cago School Medicine and officer 
the Medical Corps during the First 
World War, has been charge the 
colony Palo Seco for the past years. 
Mrs. Hurwitz, Panamanian girl, went 
Palo Seco her honeymoon and has 
served with her hushand ever since. 
She speaks English, Spanish and 
French. 

Continuing work, was Puerto 
Rico and upon hearing that there was 
colony Rio Piedra made immedi- 
ate inquiry how get it. After 
contacting the doctors and General 
Superintendent San Juan, went 
out visit the colony. was small 
with only about sixty patients but the 
grounds and buildings were well kept. 
They had fine staff who were inter- 
ested and sympathetic the welfare 
the patients. The homes were like 
model cottages, but very neat andclean. 
They also have Catholic 
tant Chaplain. 

After leaving Rio Piedra and reading 
the book Walk Perry 
deeply moved and 
stirred give best efforts 
public lectures break down every 
vestige leprophobia that can. 
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trust that many more will have the 
same opportunity and the same revel- 
ation that have had. believe that 
when the unreasonable fear once 
taken away that those afflicted with 
Hansen’s disease will have greater op- 
portunity live normal life and not 
have suffer the mental strain and 
have chance for full recovery under 
the new synthetic drugs. 

Both Dr. Hurwitz Palo Seco and 
the Superintendent Rio Piedra men- 
tioned the staff Carville 
and that was one the finest Lepro- 
things do. Never having 
had any occasion necessity visit 
Carville knew little aisout it. 

Upon arriving New Oricans Mi- 
picked 
mail and sitting Lafayette Square 
was troubled how could visit Car- 
ville. Five six Postmen walked past 
and the last one came towards 
stopped him asking had heard 
Carville. hesitated moment and 
said ‘‘Yes, think the location 
Leprosarium and Marine 
Then said there was man his 
route the name Mr. Charles Deck 
who located 203 the Masonic 
Building St. Charles St. who could 
give the desired information. 

Upon following his instructions lo- 
cated Mr. Deck and sure could 
not have man more interested the 
patients Carville than Mr. Deck. Im- 
mediately began make plans 
take Carville. Without Mr. Deck’s 
assistance would never have 
gotten there because lack trans- 
portation. 

March 30th drove Carville 
and had the opportunity meeting 
Dr. Faget, Chaplain Rash and several 
other members the staff, well 
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making many fine friends. enjoyed 
talking Stanley Stein, Editor, and 
Harris Photographer The Star. 
keenly appreciate the interest that 
was shown usand the information 
gathered Carville. feel that 
opportunity visit Carville was 
thing less than Providential. 

hope once more Pay visit 
our Kodachrome Motion Pictures our 
travels throngh South America and 
some small way perhaps, can repay 
the courtesies shown our new 
friends Carville. 

the meantime have declared 
one man war Leprophobia, earn- 
estly setting work gather re- 
cruits the educational campaign 
the light truth Han- 
sen’s 


CULION LIBERATED 

During April, the division, which 
part the 8th Army, liberated the 
world’s largest leprosarium Culion 
Island, fifty miles north Palawan Is- 
land, the most westerly the Philip- 
pines. 

The Americans shipload 
and food supplies, the first 
relief the remaining leprosy patients 
have had three years more. There 
was opposition Culion, indicating 
that the Japanese had abandoned the 
patients their fate. Before the war 
the colony ministered 5,000 patients 
2,000 whom have died since starva- 
tion escape the rigors 
Japanese occupation. 

Liberation the colony made pos- 
sible the disclosure that Dr. and Mrs. 
Hanks with their sons John, thir- 
teen years old, James, eleven and 
daughter, Juliette, fifteen months, 


**see page 13** 


HAROLD CHALFANT 

World traveler, lecturer, educator and 
religious leader, Harold Chalfant Los 
Angeles, California has recently become 
interested people with Hansen’s Dis- 
ease and busy doing something 
about it. 

Mr. Chalfant says, sincerely 
want help this cause and 
determined present from both the 
standpoint the patient and mod- 
ern medical science also incorporating 
the endeavors various organizations 
that for years have worked for this 
cause throughout the world. 
taking remuneration whatsoever for 
these lectures, but working them 
want help.”’ 

April 22nd Harold Chalfant gave his 
first official address our behalf. His 
subject was Amazing Truth About 
Commenting his initial 
talk, Mr. Chalfant said, spoke 
more than 3,000 people the audito- 
rium here Los Angeles for over 
hour. audience was vitally interest- 
and attentive. would hard 


**see page 13** 
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THE PATIENTS PALO SECO 
Albert Ingram 
Note: Mr. Ingram was formerly member the Personnel Palo Seco. was employed 
clerk the Commissary there and was that time that became interested The 
Star and has corresponded with members the Star Staff ever since. trip the United States 
planned for late summer and that time hopes visit Carville. are eagerly 
looking forward knowing Mr. Ingram personally. 


like here Palo Seco (dry stick). 
like the people and the beauty the 
place. Directly the front the colony 
unbroken expanse sea, dotted 
with boats all descriptions and de- 
signs, and the colony has more the ap- 
pearance some wealthy summer re- 
sort the tropics rather than just 
ordinary town. 

only regret that not speak 
the language the people, they are 
mostly Spanish origin and speak only 
their native tongue. 

There are about 120 patients Palo 
Seco, about these are women. 
this colony, the only one its nature 
Central America the patients come 
from Panama, Colombia, Costa Rica, 
the British West Indies and China. 
possible the community self- 
sustaining and the rest the cost 
shared equally between Panama and the 
Canal Zone. 

Now what there that can said 
about the patients? Their philosophy 
one hope and cheerfulness, matter 
what the outlook may bz, there some- 
thing their way living that puts 
shame the dissatisfaction and whining 
encountered the outside. 

Palo Seco all respects model 
town. small community, with its 
troubles, its bits over all 
this that strange peace and quiet. 
What more important, spite the 
fact that there are different na- 
tionalities living close contact, 
one tries help the other. grand 
thing. 


The houses are built off the 
ground about feet, the underneath 
portion being used the patients 
gathering place during the hottest 
hours the day. Hammocks, swings, 
chairs and even cots are here. 
Each the Quarters two stories 
height, and both floors have large 
porch balcony running around the 
four sides. The porch large enough 
permit the gathering patients for 
games just social meetings during 
the heavy rains. 
The patients who are married have 
apartments constructed especially for 
their use. 
the patient and most the 
own meals, tho’ they have access tothe 
patients dining room. 
Lest forget, would like add, all 
the buildings used as. Quarters and the 
Catholic Church, have been construct- 
the patients themselves. Having 
seen the buildings and knowing 
thing the work and the craftsmanship 
required, amazed the work they 
have accomplished. 
The.Catholic Church truly work 
art, the pews are all hand made, the 
floors hard wood and deeply polished, 
wagon wheel, alsohand and carv- 
ed, and tho’ now wired for electricity, 
one cannot help imagining candles 
burning therein. 
Most the patients are the Catho- 
lic faith, however there alsois Epis- 
copal chapel for those various Prot- 
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estant faiths. Priests and ministers 
from the Zone and Panama come the 
colony conduct the services. 

Patients, able and willing work, are 
employed about the colony, receiving 
the same rate pay employed 
the Panama Canal, according the 
type work done. Positions employ- 
ment are varied, from ordinary laborers 
artisan, few are employed the 
hospital. small allowance provided 
for patients unable work. 

For amusement, the patients have 
moving pictures, about nights week. 
During the day, the recreation hall 
open for the playing pool 
billiards, card games and dominoes. 

the latter part the month 
February, Panama celebrates her Car- 
nival Season, something the order 
Mardi Gras New Orleans. The pa- 
tients have their season here too, elect- 
ing Queen who reigns over the carni- 
val, there are dances, games, music and 
general fun making. All other holidays 
are celebrated. 

Once year selected number pa- 
tients are taken for trip into the in- 
terior, where they spend the day ona 
picnic and general good time outing. 
The patients hunt. fish and bathe. 

and listening music over the 
radios about the colony completes the 
amusements, unless talking, which 
much done, counted. 

September 1943 Richard Arm- 
strong, Staff Correspondent 
visited the colony. His observations 
were very interesting. Here verba- 
tim extract from his story Palo Seco. 

one seemed resent the visiting 
party. They answered questions cheer- 
fully and even seemed pleased have 
someone from the outside talk with. 
One aged, cheerful ex- 
plained that she had been there for 


years and that was home her. An- 
other, negro woman from Barbados, 
years old and blind, talked briefly 
with Mrs. Hurwitz and gracefully ac- 
knowledged introductions the visi- 
tors. 

They have their own commissary 
where they may buy simple luxuries 
and extras, such tobacco and sweets. 
Incidentally, they have their own cur- 
rency the form brass checks, 
marked indicate values from five 
cents dollar. 

‘In spite all the stories you may 
have heard, adults run virtually 
danger contracting leprosy,’ Dr. 
Hurwitz said. 

‘However, use these checks for 
money the people the outside will 
not worried about having handle 
change and bills that have been used 
here the colony. Children, though, 
are susceptible and for that reason 
employ personnel who have children 
their home. All the work done 
patients, except the kitchen, dining 
room and laundry. like you meet 
our cook, Fredrick Blackman, who has 
worked here for years and perfect- 
healthy’. 

Blackman, native Barbados, had 
the dignity and religious attitude 
his fellows. When asked 
fear catching leprosy replied simply: 

‘No, God knows best everything. 
What happen will happen’. 

John employee from Ja- 
maica, who has worked here for years, 
also enjoys perfect health and has 
fear the disease. 

When the visitors departed, each was 
given brass check good for five cents 
souvenir. 

‘Don’t worry’, said Dr. Hurwitz, ‘a- 
bout catching from 

THE JAPS WITH BOND.** 
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MISS HELEN KELLER 
VISIT CARVILLE 

Mark Twain once said that the two 
most interesting characters the 
teenth century were Napoleon and 
Helen Keller. Miss Keller one the 
outstanding personalities our time 
and feel honored and privileged 
have her visit and speak uson May 21. 

Miss Keller, accompanied her com- 
panion, Miss Polly Thompson, will ar- 
rive Carville about noon Monday, 
May 21. After lunch she will taken 
tour our community and P.M. 
will address the assembled patient body 
and personnel our auditorium. 

the age months Miss Keller 
was taken with serious illness which 
left her blind and deaf. Despite these 
handicaps Miss Keller, with the con- 
stant assistance and under the direction 
her beloved teacher, the late Anne 
esting 

She attended Radcliffe College 
complete her education. She 
certs, plays, visits museums, travel 
and meeting people. Among her friends 
she has numbered some the coun- 
great personages 

present Miss Keller making atour 
Military Hospitals bringing new cour- 
age and hope the wounded. young 
lieutenant Lawson General Hospital 
Atlanta, Georgia recently told Miss 
Miss Keller exclaimed, 
right you are! Laughter one our 
greatest weapons against 

Miss life achievements are 
powerful example what life can hold 
for the afflicted and she will in- 
spiration each us. 

See page for Miss Keller’s letter 


Perry Burgess, commenting his very 
fine book, ‘‘Who Walk Alone’’. 
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PATIENTS HOLD MEMORIAL SER- 
VICE FOR PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT 

The patients this hospital share 
the common grief people all over the 
world the death Franklin Delano 
Roosevelt. We, like you, felt deep sense 
personal loss, perhaps even more, for 
Franklin Roosevelt his splendid ex- 
ample gave heart and hope countless 
others bearing afflictions and handi- 
caps. 

has been said that F.D.R.wasa 
determined man, sometimes even stub- 
born, but stubborness often virtue, 
that stubborness born deter- 
mination rise higher than one’s tri- 
als, and was with Franklin Roose- 
velt, this the common 
man. 

worthy note that during his 
first administration President, while 
the Virgin Islands the 
United States, Franklin Roosevelt 
the leprosarium near Christensted, 
St. Croix, 

was fitting that Franklin Roosevelt 
should eulogized prince and 


all races and all creeds. 


was fitting that listened tothe 
radio programs his honor there pour- 
forth Catholic and Protestant hymns 
and Hebrew psalms for this man good 
will exemplified p2ace, brotherhood and 
universal unity. 

was fitting, too, that this 
National Hospital, with its internation- 
population, people from many coun- 
tries and from many walks life bound 
affliction, should gather 
memorial service was held Sunday 
afternoon, April 15. Dr. Bernardo, Chair- 
man the Patients’ Federation, 
ed, Father Abbot Paul offered the 
cation and delivered inspiring ad- 
**see page 12** 
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National and State, 
pictured their 
the day” vis- 
April 7th. Reading 
from left right, 
Bullock, Pla- 
quemine, La. Ibervil- 
ficer; Arcene- 
aux, Service Officer, Baton Rouge, La; 
Joe Darwin, Director, Louisiana De- 
partment Veterans Affairs, Baton 
Rouge; Claude Brown, National Field 


Secretary, Little Rock, Arkansas and 


Vance, National Field Secretary, 
Oklahoma City. 

The group conferred with officers 
our local Marine Hospital Post and met 
with Dr. Faget and Dr. Johansen. They 
were shown over the hospital Dr. 
George Fite. Some time was spent 
The Star printing plant. Carville one 
Claude Brown’s very special inter- 
ests. Claude was active initiating 
the printed Star and interesting fellow 
Legionnaires throughout the country 
our magazine. 


The McCormicks, ‘‘Louis and 
were among our recent callers. Mrs. 
McCormick motored from Destra- 
han April with Mrs. Arthur 
O’Neil Harrahan. ‘‘Steve’’ the Car- 
ville hospital chairman for the Legion 
Auxiliary and very af- 
ter our interest, large and small. Mr. 
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Mrs. McCor- 
mick were here 
pril 23rd, combining 
with 
visit their many 
friends. 


Ina single white 
the United 
States Marine Hospi- 
tal Carville, La., 
good Legionnaire 
went his reward. 
the Legion knew him Gus 
Dixon, which was not his name, but 
name took protect his loved ones 
from stigma placed society and the 
laws some States (what travesty 
justice) one who was unfortunate 
sufferirig from Disease. 
Gus Dixon patient the Na- 
tional Leprosarium located Carville, 
La., where had been patient for 
great many years. counted his 
friends among the patients and visitors 
the thousands. will missed 
when make our annual visit the 
Post located the 
May your long sleep peaceful, Gus. 
tribute youis: YOU WERE 
FRIEND. 
—The Ole Topkick. 


The preceding tribute Gus was giv- 
Matt Monaghan, Louisiana Dept. 
Adjutant. Gus had faithfully served our 
own post Adjutant for many years. 
His remains were laid the Na- 
tional Cemetery Baton Rouge. 


**see page 10** 
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OVER THE EDITOR’S DESK 

the Island Guam, Frederick 
Painton Readers’ Digest correspondent 
the Pacific, died heart attack 
March 31. 

Iwo Jima April 18th, Frnie Pyle 
America’s most beloved correspondent 
and buddy the I.’s met death from 
Jap bullet. 

Both these ace reporters had tra- 
veled all over the world during their 
colorful careers. 

recall Frederick Painton’s visit 
this hospital years ago. spent the 
day here gathering material ghost 
write story our local Legion post 
which later appeared the American 
Legion Monthly. were the group 
that showed him over the hospital. One 
remembers his keen personality and 
his interest all the little things 
which usually escape most visitors. 

Ernie Pyle had never been Carville 
but likely not, had not fate interven- 
ed, would have got around that 
too, since had been practically 
everywhere else. December 1937 Ernie 
went visit the leprorarium Kaula- 
papa Molokai, Hawaii and stayed there 
for about weeks. kept day day 
account his impressions the place 
and patients. Dr. Eric Fennel Ha- 
waii has described Pyle’s diary 
most human and humane protrayals 
that place, which close heart, 
that have ever read’’. Through the 
courtesy Dr.Fennel who one 
our readers, The Star has been 
copy Ernie Pyle’s diary. are 
now seeking permission from the Unit- 
Feature Syndicate publish this 
interesting story and hope present 
our readers forthcoming issue. 


Dig down deeper and buy bonds put 
over the mighty seventh war loan drive. 


**Editor’s Desk Concluded** 

**The forlorn institution 
—so runs the reference this hospital 
carried New Orleans ITEM (March 
10, 1945). our Webster tells 
us, means ‘‘deserted, wretched, forsak- 
en, pitiful How does the 
ITEM reporter get that way? Has 
seen our beautiful million dollar build- 
ings could that was here one 
rainy day when the grounds were min- 
iature lakes and the walks were wading 
pools possible that the ITEM 
reporter has been reading our mail and 
perused the Palo Seco manuscripts? 

know that the grass always 
greener the other pasture 
but must admit that compari- 
son with Palo Seco, our set-up could 
termed ‘‘forlorn’’. Panama seems 
they accentuate the hunting, 
fishing, swimming. Marriage not only 
allowed but encouraged providing 
special apartments for and pa- 
tients have their own little truck farms. 
Here Carville these factors which 
would make for normal 
life are Although with- 
ina stone’s throw the Mississippi 
River, not have access it, but 
369 patients must remain fenced with- 
about acres reservcd for our use 
out 350 acre tract. 

Some our problems may soon 
lightened for now appears that Uncle 
Sam may add acreage this swampy 
plantation. Whether the will 
benefit the proposed land acquisi- 
tion and just how much moot 
quest.on. When group patients re- 
cently met with Dr. 
Butler and the Farm 
Security Administration, were told 
the F.S.A.man that was called 
establish economic juitifica- 
tion for the purchase additional 
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acreage. Our impression was that the 
additional land would bought prin- 
cipally for pasturage but perhaps there 
would some land for the patients 
their legs’’. The plan now 
stands seems 900 acres for the 
cows and 900 for us. still 
tion which will get the 900 acres 
swamp. 


vote 142 126, the majority 
the patients expressed their approval 
the motion picture project suggested 
Miss Dorothea Clancy Chicago, 
(Star, April 1945, pages 9.) 101 pa- 
tients did not vote, indicating 
their indifference. 

The results the vote the motion 
picture were reported special meet- 
ing the Patients’ Federation when 
was decided select committee 
patients study the project and work 
out ways and means producing 
educational picture depicting the activ- 
ities this patient body. The commit- 
tee selected included representatives 
from the Patients’ Federation, 
large, from The American Legion Post 
and from the STAR staff. Some mem- 
bers the committee were not ac- 
cord with the project but was felt 
that this committee should include all 
opinions. 

The vote the motion picture pro- 
ject was taken after committee rep- 
resenting the Patients’ Federation. The 
American Legion STAR had 
called Dr. Faget discuss Miss 
suggestion. Dr. Faget approved 
the idea and asked that brought 
the attention the patients through 
the Patients’ Federation. the 
ity the patients should favor 
the project, the stated that 
would seek the sanction the Public 
Health Service. Some days after the re- 


port the vote, Dr. Faget addressed 
the following communication the 
Patients’ Federation: ‘‘In reference 
the movie project which, you held 
the Referendum, feel that the vote 
too close take any action the pre- 
sent time. The vote against the project 
about per cent.”’ 

The motion picture committee has 
been instructed the Federation 
report the general patient body 
meeting held within days. This 
committee has met with Dr. Faget and 
asked him attend tais and 
address the assembly order clear 
some points the project that 
were not probably understood. far, 
Dr. Faget has not agreed but feel 
that the majority, however small, isen-. 
titled this consideration. 

Letters enthusiastically endorsing 
the educational value project 
have been coming from our readers. 
definitely will not allow die 

V-E DAY CARVILLE 

Simultaneously with President Tru- 
man’s radio announcement uncon- 
ditional surrender Germany, the bells 
our two Chapels began ringing. Our 
feelings were mixed yours ela- 
tion, sorrow for loved ones who 
return, thanksgiving for the safety 
those spared, and inward prayers for 
complete and honorable victory the 
Pacific. 

accordance with our late President 
Roosevelt’s announced wishes, V-E day 
was day work usual. That even- 
ing both the Catholic and the Protes- 


-tant Chapels held prayer services. 


write well think well, feel 
once intellect, --Buffon 
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OUR MAIL BOX 

excellent article, but not agree 
with everything that Dr. Lendrum has 
say. true, that now the one af- 
flicted suffers more from the word 
than from the disease. But not true 
that the Bible the word indicated 
blemish and not disease. Some the 
conditions defined under the word, 
had nothing common 
with what called Hansen’s Disease 
today, for example, ringworm the 
scalp, and the called leprosy gar- 
ments and leprosy houses, which 
were, most likely, fungus growths. 
Here, again, agree with Dr. Lendrum. 
There verygood article the Catho- 
lic Encyclopedia this matter, 
professor Sacred Scripture, the late 
Father Charles Souvay, 

Edmond Walsh. 
New Orleans, Louisiana 


For the past two years have enjoyed 
receiving and reading THE STAR. 
little magazine which both wife and 
look forward each month. While 
liked the mimeographed copies, like 
still better the printed ones and join 
you all thanking the members 
who provided the press and the type. 

greatly favor the term Han- 
sen’s Disease and have enjoyed the art- 
icles, editorials and letters concerning 
the use this term place the old- 
one. The article Dr. Lendrum 
(March Star) particularly appropriate 
and scholarly. now employ the term 
Disease teaching both Bac- 
teriology and Pathology medical 
students and nurses. 

Arthur William Wright, 
Albany, New York. 

Dr. Wright Professor Pathology 
and Bacteriology Albany Medical 
College. 


believe firmly the swell way you 
are using printers’ also be- 
liever inthe use the cinema. note 
that MissClancy suggested the idea that 
movie made help put over the 
educational campaign. think she has 
hit the jack-pot ideas with movie. 

Berkowitz, 
40-8 Voiture 717 
Mattoon, 


Wordcomes fromDr. Hasseltine, 
former O.C. this hospital who has 
Station Boston, Mass., that 
paring Bristol, Vermont, for 
final leave preceding retirement from 
the service which comes, officially, Sep- 
tember Ist. 


**Legion Concluded** 

Through the years, Charlie Deck has 
brought many visitors this hospital, 
enlighten them our problem. This 
trip with Harold Chalfant was for this 
purpose. The party also included Mrs. 
Chalfant who had come from Los 
Angeles meet her husband New 
Orleans and Miss Nancy Jane Marsolan 
the Veterans Administration, New 
Orleans. 


Ens. Spann marry Admiral’s 
daughter the this hospi- 
tal have very warm feeling for the 
Spann family Baton Rouge and 
rejoice with Mr. and Mrs. Spann 
over the announcement the engage- 
ment their son, Ens. William 
ing Spann Miss Lydia Diane Gillette, 
daughter Admiral and Mrs. Claude 
Gillette grand niece 
former Gov. Percival Baxter 
Maine. 

Admiral Gillette now stationed 
Bath, Maine where the announcement 
was made. The Spanns plan 
for the wedding which will take place 
early summer. 


\ 

} 
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SPORTS 
Manuel Benitez 
Batting for Nick who vaca- 
tioning with home folks 


The guys and gals copping prizes 
The Star—40 golf tournament con- 
cluding April, fifty dollars 
cash awards. The prizes were handed 
out the theatre Roberto who was 
charge the tournament. Hilda, Eula 
and Grace finished 1-2-3 the ladies 
tournament while Betty, Lupe, Mary, 
Molly, Miriam and Angelica were con- 
soled with enough buy one 
those new fangled lipsticks straw- 
berry flavor). the men’s tournament, 
Sidney, George, Philip, Pete, Nick, 
Johnny, Alfredo, Pete and Louis won 
the order named. was given 
the booby prize. 

There are new flags the golf course 
and the greens are rapidly being whip- 
ped into shape. Looks like our 
the job getting things done. 


The Blues and the Legion softball 
teams are tied games all their 
current series. The games have been 
with large crowds attending. 

The fellows House 26- and 
sitting their back porches get big 


‘bang out listening games 


they are broadcast over the A.; Lee 
doing the broadcasting really the 
ball but when was absent one day 
recently, Nick took over. The blast 


which followed must have 


spontaneous 
something, for the mike went haywire, 
refusing work. hope have 
repaired shortly. 


National Hospital Day (May 12) com- 
memorating the birthday Florence 
Nightingale was observed here 
dance. orchestra from 
Plaquemine had the joint jumping. 


All day long told him the 
wants for had received 
Cigarettes. 


Look. 


MEET MR. MORGAN 

Mr. Ray Morgan, who hails from 
Grafton, has arrived here 
take his duties Recreational Aid. 

Mr, Morgan Veteran both 
World Wars. World War fought 
overseas with the Army World 
War wasa the Marine 
Corps where directed the Marines’ 
recreation. Past Commander 
the American Legion his home 

His hobby organizing dancing par- 
ties particularly the old fashioned 
square dances that people all ages 
enjoy, Mr. Morgan eager help- 
ful the patients all possible ways. 

When Mr. Morgan was asked his im- 


very favorably impressed. Everything 
and the patients are jolly bunch 
people ever met. isa 
shame that more people from all over 
the nation visited Carville. 
would certainly change any silly no- 
might have entertained 
bout Hansen’s Disease and its 


THE STAR 


INSPIRING LETTER 


are indebted our friend, Mr. Perry 
Burgess, for privilege print the letter below 
from Miss Helen Keller, the internationally 
known and admired, blind, deaf writer, and 
lecturer. 


Arcan Ridge 
Westport, Conn. 


Dear Mr. Burgess, 


Out deeply moved heart thank 
you for faith-inspiring book and for 
your friend. 

Since childhood, when read 
bout Father Damien Molokai, and 
even more since spoke the sufferers 
the Kaishun Hospital and the Home 
Mount Unzen Japan, have felt 
tender friendship towards them. 
they did not seem strangers but 
rather kindred strong souls defy- 
ing the cruellest limitations took 
mental journey through Culion 
Walk which have just 
finished reading Braille. 

Thinking their prolonged endu- 
rance and resistance environment 
which saps everything natural that 
meant bring joy, ache all over, but 
their proud man and womanhood 
buke tears. Ned Langford translates 
for more sublimely than anything 
have seen, the power mind over 
obstacles beside which mine are noth- 
ing. Overcoming the bleakest loneliness, 
pain, exhaustion, the sense death 
and creating fruitful fellowship and 
beauty the background his tragic 
disaster, challenges well people— 
and wonderingly many 
others there are witha message like 
his own. Reverently bow head 
picture them advancing further than 
the rest the handicapped, giving 
blessing for ashes with every art they 
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can exercise, turning each denial into 
opportunity and generously pushing 
forward the rehabilitation those who 
are fortunate enough return 
mal society. 

With cordial greetings, and with 
faith God and His beloved Son —man- 
kind—- always strong, but lifted yet 
higher your book, am, 

Appreciatively your friend, 
Helen Keller 


Memorial Service Concluded** 
dress. Dr. Wallace Crawford, visiting 
physician from China, and Dr. George 
Fite, our staff pathologist, spoke. 

Mrs. Wayne whose husband 
serving. chaplain overseas, sang 
Kindly Light’’. Dr. Faget, 
our Medical Officer was the 
principal speaker and gave impres- 
sive address (Page 14). The patients 
mixed choir sang America and Taps. 


CARVILLE CALLERS 
Chaplain and Mrs. Clifton Rash were 
hosts number interesting visi- 
tors recently. Rev. Rashsays that, 
our guests enjoyed their visit 
and were the privilege 
meeting some the patients. These 
guests included: Rev. and Mrs. Ralph 
Boney. The Reverend Boney mis- 
sionary Palestine, where served 
four years. and Mrs. Boney will soon 
reenter their work the Holy 
Land. Rev. Boney has had the experience 
being imprisoned the Nazis 
Germany: Pfc. John Dreisbech, who 
has finished his third medical 
training Ohio State University under 
Army authority. expects goto 
Nigeria, Africa missionary; 
The Rev. Mr. Trice, pastor the Meth- 
odist Student Center anda 
group fifteen friends. 


‘ 
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estimate the radio audience (Station 
KFSG) with cities within the South- 
ern California atea. would not 
prised but that 100,000 people listen- 
in. 

received numerous letters and 
telephone calls from the radio listeners 
well the personal expressions 
those who seemed appreciate hear- 
ing the real truth about Hansen’s Dis- 

Mr. Chalfant constant demand 
asa speaker before service clubs and 
luncheon organizations. Since his talk 
Los Angeles gave address 
Hansen’s Disease before the Downey 
Rotary Club Southern California. 
writes, was well pleased with the 
reaction these business and profes- 
sional men. have been invited give 
various Rotary Clubs Southern Cal- 
ifornia. for ward the opportun- 
ity the business men 
our 

Mr. Chalfant has furnished The Star 
with stenographic report his lec- 
ture. are enthusiastic over his sim- 
ple clear cut and understanding man- 
ner presenting the FACTS our pro- 
blem. hail our new 


**Culion Liberated Concluded** 


Americans associated with the Leonard. 


Wood Memorial caring for the pa- 
tients, had been rescued February 
10th Catalina flying boat the 
Army’s 3rd Rescue Squad- 
ron. 

Dr. Wade went Culion 1930 and 
Dr. Hanks 1939, both for research 
and study the leprosarium, which 
was established 1906. The Catalina 
picked them response smug- 
gled message from Dr. Wade requesting 
food for his wife, who was seriously ill. 
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Dr. Hanks said the Japanese had con- 
fiscated nearly all the medical supplies 
and food imported for the patients. 
revealed that the Japanese beheaded 
one Filipino doctor the colony for 
attempting send letter Manila 
telling Japanese military defeat. 


-Press Clipping 


response our inquiry, word 
comes from Mr. Perry Burgess, Presi- 
dent the Leonard Wood Memorial 
that Dr.and Mrs. Hanks and family 
have arrived the United States. Dr. 
Hanks has been with Mr. Burgess 
the Burgess home, Geneva the Lake; 
Ohio where they have been submerged 
discussions Culion and what has 
happened there during the years. 

Mr. Burgess states that report 
given the papers is, was that 
time, fairly complete. Catalina flying 
came unexpectedly one day and 
gave the American personnel, all 
whom were connected witn the Memo- 
hours prepare leave. The 
planes departed and exactly hours 
returned, and took their passengers 
aboard. They were taken first Min- 
doro and days removed the 
Convalescent Hospital Leyte. 

Dr. and Mrs. have returned 
Culion. Through the Red Cross and the 
Army, supplies medicine and food 
have been sent and Dr. Wade return- 
supervise its distribution. 

The doctor beheaded was Dr. Samp- 
son, one the interists. was 
and really unnecessary 


Dr. Wade head the Culion me- 
dical staff internationally known 
leprologist. the editor the In- 
ternational Journal Leprosy, Dr. 
and Mrs. Wade was the former Miss 
Dorothy Paul New Orleans, La. 
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Dr. Faget’s Address Memorial 
Service for President Roosevelt 

are assembled here honor 
our departed Chief. fitting that 
this being done has been 
done not only throughout the Nation 
but many countries throughout the 
World for was indeed interna- 
tional figure. 

Yes, all know was great man 
but had not known this would 
have been brought forcefully our 
minds the eulogy broadcast over all 
the radios throughout the land during 
these last three days. You were also 
made realize here today the 
praise him which you have just heard 
from the preceding speakers. Indeed 
can said that will down 
History one the greatest Presi- 
dents the United States. man who 
could mingle with the Great this 
World and yet could listen the com- 
mon man. For loved get touch 
with his fellow man and feel the 
Public pulse through his weekly con- 
ferences with the reporters the Press 
the Nation. Yes will missed! 
will all miss his friendly fireside 
chats over the radio beginning with his 
happy greeting ‘‘my friends’’. 

And now briefly tell you 
how this great President ours had 
been your friend and mine. you 
know this hospital operated the 
U.S. Public Health Service. Dr. Thomas 
Parran, our Surgeon General, was 
very close, personal, friend Franklin 
Roosevelt. want give you just one 
example this. Only few weeks ago 
leans given for the Public Health Ser- 
vice Officers this District. Several 
officers from Washington attended, 
mong them Dr. Ossenfort, whom you 
all know. Dr. Ossenfort was called upon 
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tell the latest Service news 
Washington. Among other things, 
told the successful passage 
gress legislature for improvement 
the Public Health Service which Dr. 
Parran was able effect through his 
influence with President Roosevelt. The 
President had devoted some his val- 
uable time Dr. Parran the discus- 
sion this measure and had advised 
Dr. Parran the proper procedures fol- 
low order have enacted into Law. 
certain that our Surgeon General 
had access the ear our late Presi- 
dent and could approach him private 
audience any subject which affected 


the Public Health service. And even 


our small problems here Carville 
could brought directly the atten- 
tion the President through the Sur- 
geon General. And sure that Dr. 
Parran often spoke you and 
the President, not individuals, but 
collectively members the Public 
Health Service and 
Thus the death President 
velt have lost not only great pres- 
ident true good friend. 

President Roosevelt had the health 
the nation heart. And providing 
for improvement the general health 
the people depended great deal 
upon our Surgeon General. can truly 
said that greater strides medicine 
were made during the twelve years 
the late President’s administration 
than had been made any previous span 
twice many years: And Dr. Parran 
declared that the health record the 
nation had been surprisingly good 
pite war conditions and the depleted 
medical and nursing force the home 
front. 

has truly been said that 
stay young you must die young. Like- 
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SMALL WORLD 
Short, Short Story 

When left Carville, few years ago, 
headed North determining shake 
the swamps Louisiana forever from 
feet, but destiny willed otherwise. 
few months later was back again, 
New Orleans, and one day, while 
ing restaurant, found myself sit- 
ting opposite unususally beautiful 
girl. harmless little flirtation ensued, 
and shortly afterwards had our first 
formal date. 

were dinner, when, admiring 
the beautiful gown she was wearing, 
noticed familiar brown spot her 
arm. ‘‘Could thought, and 
bit later, while chatting over our cups 
coffee, accidentally touched that 
brown spot with the tip lighted 
cigarette. She continued her smiling 
conversation without the flicker 
eyelash. 

remarked casually, 
‘tis familiar. feel that surely must 
have met some time.”’ 

she replied, ‘‘that could 
not be, for have never been North.”’ 
don’t mean returned, ‘‘but 
somewhere Louisiana.”’ 

Her question was asked with mingled 
concern and curiosity. hesitated for 
moment, but she answer. 
replied slo vly, might have 
been little place about twenty-three 
miles south Baton Rouge.’’ She was 
quiet for few seconds, looking 
from under her dark lashes. 
Then, slowly you mean Carville’’? 
nodded. 

she continued, you are not 
patient, are 

ingly that almost believed myself. 
was just there once, see old 
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friend 

glad’’, she replied. ‘‘For 
moment was really worried about you. 
thought you might have been there 
patient. You know, too 
tive Carville, and visited there 

Two weeks later, was back again 
Carville, and have been here ever since. 
Perhaps she still worries about me—who 
knows. for me, wondering about 
that little brown spot. 


**Concluded-from page 14** 
wise the only way stay great 
great. Mr. Roosevelt died the prime 
his greatness and therefore will live 
forever history Great Man. 

was loved and honored the 
great and 
will missed alike almost all. 

borrow expression from the 

special tribute our lamented 
President the flag this station will 
kept half—mast for the days 
mourning which will observed 
throughout the Nation. 

Now closing think proper that 
our prayers should offered for our 
new President, Mr. Truman, that 
may have Divine guidance lead 
courageously the unfinished fight 
and spiritual help guide his Nation 
righteously the peace after victory, 
that may just and lasting 
peace for all mankind. 


The last autograph which Franklin 
Roosevelt gave anyone was given 
crippled boy who bore tiie same af- 
fliction his own. That autograph was 
recieved that invalid boy hour 
before the news was flashed from Warm 
Springs that President Roosevelt was 
dead. Catholic Review. 
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PERSONNEL PERSONALS 
Mary Browne 
Lieutenant Max Faget his mes- 
sages from indicates his 
continued interest THE STAR 
asking that sent him. 


Mrs. Clara Gilmore recently enjoyed 
week’s visit from her son, Radio Tech. 
Percy Gilmore. 


Welcome our midst Miss Betty 
Richard who has accepted position 
the Administrative Office. 


News has been received the transfer 
about March 15th Chief Pharmacist 
David Gleason the U.S. Marine 
Hospital, Louisville, Kentucky. Mr. 
Gleason had been duty the U.S. 
Marine Hospital, Baltimore, Maryland 
since his transfer from this 
November 1944. 


Dr. andMrs Faget hadas their 
guests over the weekend April &th, Dr. 
and Mrs. Faget and little daughter, 
Mignon. Also with them was their 
daughter, Dr. Shelby Faget who now 
Mrs. Bob Pitard, her husband and baby. 


Mrs. Ralph Sharp has returned after 
lengthy visit Mobile with 
tenant and Mrs. Charles Maguire, and 
little daughter, Linda Ann. 


After visit with Mr. and Mrs. Clyde 
Babin, Lieutenant and Mrs. David 
Philippi have left for Miami, Florida 
where Lieutenant will 
for re-assignment. 


Cadets Guy Faget and Perry Butler 
who attend Gulf Coast Military Acade- 
my, Gulf Port Mississippi, visited home 
folks the station recently. 


Chaplain Clifton Rash has returned 
from trip Kansas and 
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are grateful our advertisers. 
They help make this paper possi- 
ble and carry service. 
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FURTHER FACTS 


1874 Armauer Hansen, Nor- 
wegian physician, announced his dis- 
covery the germ which causes the 
disease. appearance and size close- 
resembles the germ which causes tu- 
berculosis, the tubercle bacillus. sin- 
gle erganisms impossible for the 
distinguish between 
the two germs. 


Since Hansen’s isolation the bacil- 
lus, hundreds attempts have been 
made grow artificial media but 
date none these have 
met the requirements for proof, and all 
attempted innoculations animals 
have been unsuccessful the same ex- 
tent. scientist more than re- 
corded cases has been able toinfect him- 
self othcr human volunteers 
tempted innoculation the germ. 


THE TRANSMISSION THE 
EASE THE BIG PROBLEM Han- 
sen’s. Once that determined, the 6000 
year old practice imprisoning per- 
son for life because happens 
sick done away with. 


Despite the fact that among the 
many leprosaria scattered throughout 
the world thousands well workers, 
religious and lay, have been daily as- 
sociation with the patients the inci- 
dence infection very small some 


these cases reasonable doubt existed 
whether the individual acquired 
the infection this leprosarium. This 
especially true when the infected per- 
son native section the coun- 
try where the disease occurs frequently 
when the disease known have 
existed the family. Neither factor 
was present the much publicized case 
Father Damien but his biographers 
assert that ‘‘The good father never took 
any precautions against infection but 
lived continuously under unhygienic 
His successor, Brother 
Joseph Dutton, worked daily inti- 
mate contact with patients for over 
years without contracting the disease. 


FACTS, based actual experience 
over long period years (the most val- 
scientific yardstick furnish indubi- 
table proof the remoteness the 
communicability Hansen’s disease. 


man woman may remain per- 
fect physical health for years after con- 
tracting Hansen’s disease. Half the pa- 
tients now Carville could sit unnoted 
any social gathering. 


Hansen’s not included the list 
quarantinable diseases New York 
State and patients that State are 
subject tono restrictions. down, 
go). 


This paper, and all outgoing mail, sterilized before leaving the hospital 


Prints pictures appearing THE STAR may purchased from John 


Harris, Carville, Louisiana. 


This activity open all interested patients. The Star inits entirety hand 


set patients. Subscribers, kindly notify change address. The Star can- 


not forwarded. 


Although now know that leprosy not dangerous 
the sense that contagious diseases are, this does not mean 
that leprosaria are longer needed. The need for institu- 
tions where the unfortunate victims can recieve proper care 
and treatment still great ever was. should mean, 
however, realignment our ideas concerning leprosy; 
the establishment rational treatment infected indi- 
viduals; the removal long-standing blot civilazation 
our inhuman treatment leprosy victims the past, 
and entire realignment official and popular conceptions 
the nature the disease and its transmission. 

Merrill, administrator Botanical Collections, Har- 
vard University, Arnold Arboretum, Jamacia Plain, Mass. 


Mr. Merrill was formerly Director the Bureau Science the 
Philipines and has had long and close association with many medical 
men interested medical research and public health. 


‘ 
& 


